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YEW TREE GALLERY

Keigwin, nr. Morvah, Cornwall TR19 7TS www.yewtreegallery.com

A man of extraordinarily creative talents, JOHN MALTBY (1936 – 2020) has left a void within the artistic life of this country. An intuitive understanding of the human condition, aligned with deep technical prowess,
a mind open to the wonders of nature, of music, and to the legacy of earlier great artists, John brought to his work a uniqueness of style. Whatever the medium, a ‘Maltby’ piece is always recognisable as his alone
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Suffolk village cup form (1992)
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King with tangled creeper beard (2020)

Boat family sculpture (c.2012),

This retrospective exhibition covers a broad spectrum of his work from the early days of Stoneshill
Pottery, which he set up with his wife Heather after his apprenticeship with David Leach at Bovey Tracey.
Through generous loans from collectors and John’s family, a rich array of his work through the decades,
encompassing functional ware, handbuilt decorated ceramics, sculpture, painted wood automata, works
on paper and sketch books are all on display. Recent work from John’s final firings and a few earlier pieces
are available for sale.
Accompanying the exhibition is an illustrated book, published this month, describing many aspects of his
creative life.

As an inspirational teacher, as well as maker, one of John’s desires was to have an exhibition in association
with the work of some of his ex-students. As this, sadly, was not realised in his lifetime, the opportunity
to fulfil this wish is offered in this retrospective show.
In the glasshouse gallery room, Martin Brockman, Judith Rowe and Adele Scantlebury – all students at
West Surrey College of Art and Design in the 1980s, show their own homage to John in words and their
current work as mature artists.
Martin Brockman works in wood,
clay and printmaking. Projects
have included many site-specific
carved wood pieces, Installations
for the Festival Hall, Kew and
the National Trust; community
kiln and sculpture projects at the
University of London and across
Britain, as well as exhibitions of his
woodcut prints.

Diorama (1976)

Adele Scantlebury has a practical
interest in rural working life and
natural history, which yields her
countless subjects for her woodblock
prints. Her BA Hons in Ceramics led
her first, however, into tile making
and a Heritage project for floor tiles
for the Crypt of St Paul’s Cathedral.
Her career now spans both art forms.
Pine Marten and Red Squirrel woodblock print
Martin’s hand-built kiln on river bank

Sketch book pages (c. 1983)

Judith Rowe is well known for her
joyful ‘summery’ earthenware pots,
decorated with slips and metal oxides.
Her love of nature, particularly birds
and wild flowers, feeds the imagery
on her tableware and larger pieces.
A natural teacher, she started a small
pottery school for children after
graduating, and taught at Bradfield
College, and Brockwood Park School.
Fledglings and Bird Candleholder, ceramic

Among the few contemporary artists whom John admired, Breon O’Casey ranked high in his
estimation. To follow this connection, Breon’s daughter, DUIBHNE GOUGH and GUY ROYLE, who
assisted Breon for many years, both show collections of their latest jewellery.

Duibhne Gough sources rare and unusual semi-precious stones to
combine with silver in her necklaces and earrings, and is also well
known for her silver bangles in varying thicknesses and patterns.
One of her great skills is the often unexpected but always appealing
juxtaposition of colours and texture in the necklaces, giving each
her personal touch. Originally apprenticed to her father, Breon
O’Casey, Duibhne has long since achieved recognition and success
as a designer-jeweller in her own right and shows in several
specialist galleries in Britain.

Seaglass, phosphosiderite, quartz and silver
necklace with pendant

Smoky Quartz necklace with silver drops

Guy Royle’s beaten silver and gold jewellery is bold in scale and
presence. He etches, incises, inlays and carves the precious metals
and stones with exquisite craftsmanship and the simplest of tools
to form brooches, necklaces, earrings and bangles. Sea-washed
pebbles from the beaches of West Penwith are incorporated into
some of his necklaces, linked by beads of gold and silver. He
makes fine chains too and necklaces rich with amethyst, cornelian
and many-hued agates. Essentially contemporary in style, albeit
with echoes of a distant past, Guy’s jewellery displays the hand of
a fine craftsman - justly recognised by his many collectors.

A large selection of the work by John
Maltby and the other exhibitors will
be illustrated on our website www.
yewtreegallery.com, and further images
can be sent out by email.
Neither this exhibition nor the book
could ever have been possible without
the generous contributions from the
family, collectors, photographers Antony
Crolla and Nigel Dutt, ex-students,
friends, and my daughter Kristy who
designed the book; I owe them all a huge
debt of gratitude!
YEW TREE GALLERY is on the B3306 coast road between St Ives and St Just, near Morvah and Pendeen
in West Cornwall. TR19 7TS
Tel: 01736 786425 gilly@yewtreegallery.com

